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1 . IN CONTINUED ABSENCE OF FAHMY IN ALEXANDRIA, I TOOK 
OCCASION OF A MEETING TODAY WITH MINSTATE MOHAMED RIAD TO 
CONVEY THE REFERENCE POINTS. RIAD LISTENED ATTENTIVELY 
AND TOOK NOTES. HE ASSURED ME HE WILL CONVEY THE POINTS 

TO FAHMY LATER IN THE DAY. 

2. RIAD ACKNOWLEDGED, SOMEWHAT RUEEULLY, THAT THE PROCESSES 
OF GOVERNMENT AND POLICY FORMATION IN ISRAEL MIGHT BE 
RATHER PROTRACTED. HE SAID THAT HE COULD UNDERSTAND OUR 
RELUCTANCE TO TRY TO ASSESS NOW WHAT THE POLICIES OF ANY 
POSSIBLE FUTURE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT MIGHT BE, BUT NOTED 
THAT SOME OF BEGIN'S STATEMENTS ABOUT THE WEST BANK AND 
ABOUT ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS POLICY ARE DISQUIETING. THEY 

ARE HARDLY HELPFUL TO ME PEACE EFFORTS. IF THESE BEGIN 
STATEMENTS ARE HARBINGERS OF WHAT THE FUTURE POLICY OF 
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THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT WILL BE, AND HE PERSONALLY FEARS 
THAT THEY ARE, THE TASK OF PEACE-MAKING WILL BE 
CONSIDERABLY MORE COMPLICATED THAN IT WAS IN THE PAST. 

EGYPTIANS AND OTHER ARABS, HE NOTED, HOPE THAT USG WILL 
CONTINUE FORECEFULLY TO SUPPORT THE PEACE CONCEPTS WHICH 
PRESIDENT CARTER EARLIER PUBLICLY ARTICULATED. AS RIAD 
SAW IT, WITHOUT FORCEFUL USG INTERVENTION IN THE 
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NEGOTIATIONS, A BEGIN GOVERNMENT DOOMS THEM BEEORE THEY 
EVEN BEGIN. 

3. 1 REMINDED RIAD THAT, AS I HAD JUST TOLD HIM AND AS 
INDICATED IN THE VANCE/GROMYKO COMMUNIQUE WHICH I HAD 
JUST GIVEN HIM, WE ASSURE GOE AND OTHER ARAB STATES OE 
OUR INTENTION TO PURSUE VIGOROUSLY THE PEACE EEEORT WITH 
A VIEW TO RECONVENING GENEVA AND NEGOTIATING A COMPRE- 
HENSIVE SETTLEMENT. I THOUGHT PRINCE EAHD, WHEN HE 
VISITS WASHINGTON COMING WEEK, WILL COME AWAY IMPRESSED 
WITH OUR CONTINUING DETERMINATION TO PROCEED AS PREVIOUSLY 
DISCUSSED WITH OUR EGYPTIAN AND ARAB FRIENDS. 

4. RIAD OBSERVED THAT THE RIYADH MEETING WITH SADAT, ASAD 
AND KHALID/FAHD, COMING ON THE HEELS OF THE LIKUD VICTORY 
IN ISRAEL, HAD BEEN TIMELY. EAHD TAKES WITH HIM A 
COORDINATED ARAB POSITION AND WILL REPORT BACK TO SADAT 
AND ASAD ON THE RESULTS OF HIS WASHINGTON TALKS. SPEAKING 
IN CONFIDENCE, RIAD NOTED THAT YASSIR ARAFAT HAD WANTED 
TO ATTEND THE TRIPARTITE SUMMIT IN RIYADH, BUT HAD BEEN 
POLITELY ADVISED THAT HE WAS WELCOME TO VISIT THE SAUDI 
CAPITAL AFTER THE MEETING. THREE LEADERS HAD AGREED 
AFAFAT'S PRESENCE NOT LIKELY BE HELPFUL AT RIYADH STRATEGY 
SESSION. 
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